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G.S.O. Archives Mission

The mission of the Alcoholics Anonymous 
General Service Office Archives is to document 
permanently the work of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, to make the history of the 
organization accessible to A.A. members and 
other researchers, and to provide a context for 
understanding A.A.’s progression, principles 
and traditions. 





Vital records of the 
corporations archived 

 General Service Board minutes and  
committees’ background
 A.A.W.S. Board minutes and committees’ 

background
 AA Grapevine Board minutes
 Historical records from A.A.’s beginnings



Services We Provide
◦ Information services for 
researchers and 
members
◦Assistance and support 
for local A.A. archives



“Those letters … carry 
the story of how A.A. 
started and grew all 
over the world — these 
unique and precious 
communications, 
holding the history of 
A.A. forever safe and 
intact — I treasure 
deeply in our archives.”
(Grateful to Have Been There, by Nell Wing)



“I DO NOT THINK THAT ANY OF US WOULD 

PRESUME ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS IN 

ITS PRESENT FORM WOULD NECESSARILY 

LAST FOREVER. WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT 

IT WILL LEAD TO BETTER THINGS FOR 

THOSE WHO SUFFER FROM 

ALCOHOLISM.”

(BILL W., REMARKS AT THE 1956 GSC)



“In the area of principles, we should conceive certainty; in the area of policy, 
comparative certainty; and in the area of practices, compromise if necessary.” 
(Bernard Smith, 1953 General Service Conference)



71st General Service Conference





In the spirit of 
documenting this 
moment, the G.S.O. 
Archives set out to 
create a COVID-19 
(coronavirus) 
archives, documenting 
A.A.’s activities.



















Take A Ride Through History



“When World War II broke out, 
this spiritual principle had its first 
major test. A.A.’s entered the 
services and were scattered all 
over the world. Would they be 
able to take discipline, stand up 
under fire, and endure the 
monotony and misery of war?”
(Bill W., Step Three)





“We live in an era of change. 
Our Twelve Steps probably 
won’t change; the Traditions, 
not at all likely. But our 
manner of communication, 
our manner of organizing 
ourselves for function, for 
service — let us hope that 
this goes on changing for the 
better, forever.” (Bill W.,1960 
GSC talk)



CONTACT G.S.O. ARCHIVES
EMAIL: ARCHIVES@AA.ORG

Thank you!
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